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Hast thou not known? Hast thou not heard?
Every valley shall be exalted
and every mountain and hill be made low
the crooked shall be made straight
and the rough places a plain
and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given
and his name shall be called
Wonderfu l, Counselo r, The Mighty God,
The Everlastin g Father, The Prince of Peace

Candles for Christma s
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Let us light candles for Christma s
Let us set them in the windows
Let us place them on our tables
Let us bring them to our altars
Let them shine in our hearts

spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him
spirit of wisdom and understan ding
spirit of counsel and might
spirit of know ledge , and the fear of the Lord

This is the message we have heard of Him,
that God is light, and in Him
there is no darkness at all

Let us expect Christma s
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Let us light candles for Christmas
Let us set them in the windows
where their light will fall upon the streets
where tired men walk
then
Let us share the expectation
Let us sense the hope of men through ages
who waited for the Messiah
Let us feel their tears
Let us hear their prayers
Let us watch with them for the sign
Let us be eager to accept the promises
Let us spread the glad tidings
Let praises be upon our lips
Let the light of His coming
Shine in our hearts
Let us receive Christmas

Let us light candles
Let us place them on our tables
to add their glow to sheen of silver
and white linen
while we eat bread
Let us light candles
Let us set them on the mantelpiece
above the fireplace where bright flames
leap to warm the rooms
where little children laugh
Let us light candles
Let their light shine through the tinsel
through the evergreen and holly
all our mes sages and greetings
all our gifts and in our hearts
Let us light candles
Let us bring them to our altars
all the places where we worship
Let their radiance illumine
all our treasures, all our loves
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there were simple shepherds abiding in the field
keeping watch over their flocks by night
and the angel of the Lord came upon them
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them

Let us keep Christmas

lo, the angel said, fear not
for behold, I bring you tidings of great joy
which shall be to all people
And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying
Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace
goodwill toward men

Let us read the Christmas story
Let us sit quietly in our homes
Let us be kind
Let us add gentleness to the common
ways
Let us smile at little children
heed their eager upturned faces
not betray their faith in Christmas

Let
Let
Let
Let
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us

Jorn in singing praises
kneel in adoration
rejoice
stretch out our hands with gifts of
understanding and compassion

Let us cheer the sad, the lonely
Let us slow our footsteps for the old,
the frail, forgotten
Let us not be dismayed by the running
of the days
Let us not grow too weary
Let us sing as we hang the garlands
Let our hearts be warm as we send
greetings

Let
Let
Let
Let

us
us
us
us

open wide our hearts
walk proudly with our brothers
step firmly in the ways of peace
not falter nor be afraid

Let us go into our churches
Let our eyes behold the glory
Let our hearts receive the message sent to
all men everywhere
Let us be still

Let us not be disturbed
Let us be glad
Let us know Christmas
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behold, there came wise men from the East, saying
where is He that is born King of the Jews?
for we have seen His star in the east
and are come to worship Him
And lo, the star went oefore them
and stood over where the young child was
They rejoiced with exceeding joy, and when
they were come
into the house, they saw the young child with
Mary, His mother
and fell aown and worshipped Him
And when they had opened their treasures, they
presented unto Him gifts: gold, and frankincens e,
and myrrh
Let us give gifts at Christmas
Let us open our hearts and our hands
Let us give gold; let us forget ourselves
Let the fragrance from all our
dedications
cling to our giving: let us be true
Let us not be proud
Let us fold away forever the small, the
false, the trivial
Let the bitter rise as sweetness
Let us give ourselves

when they had seen it, they made known abroad the
saying which was told them concerning the child
And all they that heard it wondered at those
things which were told them by the shepherds
But Mary kept all these things
and pondered them in her heart
We, too, wonder at Christmas

We shall never solve the mystery
Of the love that gave us Christmas
But we all, like simple shepherds,
Can tend our flocks by night in darkness
Can behold a star, and listen
To the heavenly song of angels
Catch the wonder and the glory
Hear the mes sage, claim the promise
Each his inn with care make ready
Bring his gifts of love and service
Worship and adore the Christ Child
We can never solve the mystery
Of the love that gave us Christmas
But, like Mary, we can keep it
In our hearts, the whole year through

Let us share Christmas
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Let us light candles for Christmas
Let us hold our heads high
with the bright flame of Courage
Let us keep our footsteps steady
in the clear light of Truth
Let us warm our hearths
with the soft glow of Tenderness
Let us worship quietly in the
unwavering light of Faith

Let us light candles for Christmas
Let us set them in the windows
Let us place them on our tables
Let them shine through the tinsel
Let them burn on all our altars
Let their light fill our hearts
Let us light candles
for Christmas

Let us cling to Beauty
with the slender gleam of Memory
Let us lift our minds
to the radiance of Hope
And walk confidently
in the dawning of His Peace
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This poem was written originally
to be used as the program at the Red
Candle Tea given by the Lincoln,
Nebraska Branch of the American Association of University Women in December,
1959. It has been used by many persons
and by many groups in many places since
that time. It is dedicated to all of us who
love Christmas and try to keep it -- not
only in December, but
"In our hearts, the whole year through"

